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Omar Sharif
Actor
Born Michel Demitri 
Shalhoub (April 10, 
1932 - 10 July 2015) was 
an Egyptian actor who  
starred in Hollywood 
films including Lawrence 
of Arabia, Doctor Zhivago 
and Funny Girl. He had been 
nominated for an Academy 
Award and won two Golden Globe Awards.

عمر الشريف

PERSONALITIES

Naguib Mahfouz
Writer
(11 December 1911 – 
30 August 2006) was 
an Egyptian writer who 
won the 1988 Nobel 
Prize for Literature. He is 
regarded as one of the first 
contemporary writers of 
Arabic literature, along with 
Tawfiq el-Hakim, to explore 
themes of existentialism. He published 34 novels, 
over 350 short stories, dozens of movie scripts, 
and five plays over a 70-year career. Many of his 
works have been made into Egyptian and foreign 
films.

نجيب محفوظ

Naguib Mahfouz
Writer
 (21 March 1923 – 30 April 
1998) was a Syrian diplomat, 
poet and publisher.  His poetic 
style combines simplicity 
and elegance in exploring 
themes of love, eroticism, 
feminism, religion, 
and Arab nationalism. 
Qabbani is one of the most 
revered contemporary poets in the Arab world.

نزار قباني

Um Kulthum
Singer, Actress
(May 4, 1904 February 
3, 1975) was an 
internationally famous 
Egyptian singer, 
songwriter, and film 
actress of the 1930s to the 
1970s.
More than three decades 
after her death she is still 
widely regarded as the greatest female singer in 
Arabic music history and her records continue 
to sell about a million copies a year.

 أم كلثوم

Ahlam 
Mostaghanemi
Writer
(Born 13 April 1953) is an Al-
gerian writer who has been 
called “the world’s best-
known arabophone woman 
novelist”. Born in Tunis, she 
is the first female Algerian 
author of Arabic-language 
works to be translated into 
English. Thus far, the first two of a trilogy have been 
translated. They are Memory in the Flesh and Cha-
os of the Senses. They reflect and feature the Alge-
rian struggle for postcolonial success and security.

أحالم مستغانمي

Edward Said
Writer, Critic, 
Historian
(1 November 1935 – 25 
September 2003) was a 
Palestinian–American 
literary theoretician, 
University Professor of 
English and Comparative 
Literature at Columbia 
University, and a public 
intellectual who was a founding figure of 
the critical-theory field of post-colonialism.
Edward Saïd was a personally charismatic public 
intellectual who was (perhaps) hyperbolically 
praised as an “intellectual superstar”, because 
his range of enquiry comprehended literary 
theory and comparative literature, history 
and political commentary, cultural criticism 
and music criticism, and other fields.

إدوارد سعيد

Gamal Abdel Nasser
Politician
Nasser (15 January 1918 – 28 
September 1970) is seen as 
one of the most important 
political figures in both 
modern Arab history and 
politics in the 20th century. 
Under his leadership, Egypt 
nationalized the Suez Canal 
Company and came to play 
a central role in anti-imperialist efforts in the 
Arab World and Africa. The imposed ending 
to the Suez Crisis made him a hero throughout 
the Arab world. He was also instrumental in the 
establishment of the international Non-Aligned 
Movement. He is well known for his nationalist 
policies and version of pan-Arabism, also referred 
to as Nasserism, which won a great following 
in the Arab World during the 1950s and 1960s. 

جمال عبد الناصر 

Tawhida Ben 
Cheikh 
Physician
Tawhida ben Sheikh 
(January 2, 1909, Tunis-
December 9, 2010)
was the first modern Muslim 
woman in North Africa and 
the Arab world to become 
a physician. She was also a 
pioneer in women’s medicine, 
in particular contraception and abortion access.

توحيدة بن الشيخ

Mohamed Abdel 
Waheb
Musician
(March 13, 1901- May 3, 1991) 
Composer and oud-player 
Mohammed Abdel Wahab 
composed more than 1820 
tunes. Many of his songs were 
sung by Egyptian diva Umm 
Kolthoum. He personally sang 
hundreds. Born in 1907 in Cairo 
Abdel Wahab made his first recording at the age of 13. 
Mohamed Abdel Waheb is one of the most innovative 
musicians of his time. His distinctive baritone vocals, 
refined oud playing and use of non-Arabic rhythms 
in arabic music lay the foundation for a new era of 
Egyptian song.

محمد عبد الوهاب

شخصـيات
عربـيـــــة

Hoda Barakat
Writer
Lebanese-born Hoda 
Barakat is one of the most 
original voices in modern 
Arabic literature. Born in 
1952, she graduated from 
Beirut University in 1975 
with a degree in French 
literature. All her novels 
(so far) have been set 
during the Lebanese civil 
war and constructed around 
a male figure living on the margins of society. The 
Stone of Laughter, which won the Al-Naqid prize, 
was the first Arabic novel to have a gay man as 
its central character. Another of her novels, The 
Tiller of Waters, won the Naguib Mahouz Medal 
for Literature.
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